Yahweh Tsebaoth – The Lord of Hosts
Genesis 1 – Elohim.  God exists in plurality and unity.

Genesis 2 – Yahweh.  The powerful Creator has a name and He desires relationship with people.

Genesis 17 – El Shaddai, God Almighty.  God can do all that He desires to do.

Today, we come to the last revealed name of God in the Old Testament.  This is a compound name.  There are several names of God that are really two names tied together.  This name says something about Yahweh, the God who longs for His people and rules over all He has made.  

Today the name of God in our study is, Yahweh Tsebaoth, the Lord of Hosts.  The hosts refer to heavenly hosts, as in angels.  Yahweh is the Lord of the heavenly hosts.  When this is used in the Bible it speaks of the Lord’s willingness to use all at His disposal, even His angelic army to help His people.
The name Yahweh Tsebaoth, the Lord of Hosts, appears only in the failures of Israel.  This name does not appear in the early pages of Scripture when God is creating the world or forming a people who would belong to Him.  This name does not appear with Moses leading the people of Israel into the land of Israel. This name is given to us most often by the prophets and especially the prophets who ministered during a hard time.  The leaders who felt the failure of Israel and the inability of Israel to help herself spoke of Yahweh Sabaoth. 
This great name of God appears repeatedly in the ministry of the prophets:

80 times in Jeremiah

50 times in Zechariah

25 times in Malachi

14 times in 2 chapters of Haggai

Key Idea:  The Lord of Hosts is there to help when there is no other helper.  

Jeremiah 29 is written to give hope during one of the lowest moments in all of Israel’s history and Yahweh Tsebaoth is their helper.  Even when they made the mess they are living in Yahweh Tsebaoth is still for them.  As they battle back from the consequences of disobdience the people of Israel will lean on Yahweh Tsebaoth to do battle for them. 

Tragically, there are many Christians today who are not even aware of their need for Yahweh Tsabaoth.  This is because they are not doing battle; not seeking victory; not moving forward in their relationship with Jesus Christ.  They are at peace with their sin. 
